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Motion for Injunction against the City of Oakland on behalf of the Wood Street Commons January 5, 2023. 

Causes for Action 

Violation of 42 USC 1983 – 1st Amendment (right of public assembly), 4th Amendment, 5th 
Amendment, and 8th Amendment. 

1,2,3,8,17The possible destruction of the Wood Street Commons by the city of Oakland and the 
Department of Public Works will expose me to State caused harm and increased vulnerability to 
street violence and the theft or towing of my shelter vehicle, and the many personal liabilities 
attendant to the loss of a physical community. I would also lose access to the music stage and 
the common areas that we use for food distribution, meetings, music rehearsals and 
performances, free speech and assembly. There is also the high probability of the loss of the 
shipping container, musical equipment, original artwork, data archives, clothing, tools, solar 
and electrical infrastructure, and many other valuable items, which have been subject to loss at 
each of my previous evictions. Our community would lose its last physical rallying point for vital 
fundraising. 
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Complaint 

1,2,3,8,17The city of Oakland stands poised to fulfill its promise to destroy my community, through 
eviction of the entire Wood Street Commons, where I have lived and worked hard to build and 
cultivate my home, for over 2 years. Due to another motion filed by Janosco and Blain (Case 
4.23-cv-00035-WHO), and inclement weather, the initial date that the city posted for closure, of 
January 9th, 2023, has been revised to a date sometime after the hearing on January 18th, 
2023. 

If the city is allowed to go through with this closure, it will be following on two other evictions 
that I experienced at the hands of Caltrans from the adjacent State of California land, on July 
15th 2022, from the Art and Music camp, and on October 15th 2022, from the Cob on Wood 
village. These two previous evictions involved the complete destruction of two 24-hour cultural 
spaces that included live music stages, that I was instrumental in building and maintaining on 
behalf of my community and the public interest. Witnessing the destruction of these precious 
facilities was personally traumatizing for me. The possible destruction of the Wood Street 
Commons would be an even more devastating blow to me, as it is the birthplace of our 
community's historic self organization and unprecedented emergence as a positive global 
influence in the media. 

2The common areas that I helped to develop, such as the music stage, the audience pavilion, 
the All or None patio, the Commons Café, the historic Cob bench, as well as other unique 
resident-created features, including Tommy Gunn’s split level two story handmade shack, 
Moose’s two story tiny home, our outdoor kitchen, our communal fire pit, our beautiful 
hypergraphic signs, our new solar panel generator, our electrical infrastructure, our informal 
social services, our Cob tiny homes rescued from the claws and machinery of Caltrans, and all of 
the plans we have for cleaning, for building our small businesses, for covering the visual blight 
with dramatic, eye-catching stretch fabric canopies, and all the other infrastructure 
improvements, such as gardening, creating local food security, soil regeneration, and soil 
bioremediation, are threatened with destruction if the city is allowed to go through with its 
plans. 

3Our First Amendment right to free assembly would experience severe State caused harm, if 
this eviction is allowed to take place. Our common areas at Wood Street are a convenient hub 
for food distribution, medical services (Such as Lifelong Medical Care), social services, as well as 
entertainment, art, and free speech. In addition, our common areas function as important 
meeting spots with City and State representatives (Such as Governor Newsom, Assistant City 
Administrator LaTonda Simmons, and Councilpersons Carroll Fife and Janani Ramachandran). 
These common spaces for free assembly have enabled our community to generate a long list of 
bold and surprising achievements (Exhibit L), for a group of people with such limited resources, 
and no support from lawmakers and policy makers.  

4And there are other important features of the Wood Street Commons that could end up as 
tragic casualties of the city’s unconstitutional policy of encampment evictions. The Wood Street 
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Commons is the first place on Earth where a unique combination of innovations has been 
developed and tested, which has the potential to be the first truly humane and effective 
solution to homelessness in Oakland, and across America. 

5The formula for the solution to homelessness is as follows:  

1. Establish the legal precedent for restoring the public land jurisdiction of we the people 
within our city. 

2. Educate encampment residents in self-representation in the courts, and in their true 
status as the collective landowners of all public lands in the United States. 

3. Invite interested residents to make and sign a voluntary social agreement, that qualifies 
them to be members of a Humane Commons Land trust in the City. 

4. Determine suitable parcels of surplus public land within the city for the development of 
tiny home ecovillages, with shared common areas and attractive amenities. The Land 
trust and the design of the tiny home eco village are inherently conducive to 
cooperative community. 

5. Educate the residents of these new communities in self-governance, consensus decision 
making process, self-sufficiency, as well as soil regeneration, gardening, soil bio 
remediation, small business development and renewable energy systems. 

6. Instruct residents in how to build extremely low cost dwellings, including cob tiny 
homes, aircrete monolithic domes, and stretch fabric tiny homes. 

7. Cultivate alliances between those who live in unconventional housing within the 
commons, and those who live in standard marketplace housing, for the purposes of 
fundraising, and for engaging the labor of volunteers, as well as for outreach to the 
press and local governments. 

6This fragile culture at Wood Street is facing imminent destruction and removal by the city of 
Oakland and the Department of Public Works, which would be a setback for our movement, 
and a violation of the emotional and sacred bond we feel with this particular piece of land. 

7The primary justification the city is using to evict us from our home, is the construction of 
another conventional apartment complex by Habitat for Humanity, which will be priced out of 
the range of any of the homeless people in Oakland, and therefore will serve no great purpose 
in alleviating the city's most pressing and urgent problem. In addition, the proposed apartment 
complex would be designed and built by Mid Penn Housing, a company that subscribes to a 
particularly ugly and disheartening version of minimalist brutalist modernism, that will only add 
to the visual blight within the city of Oakland. 

8And what the city is offering to the displaced residents of the Wood Street Commons as 
compensation for their loss, consists of a range of shelter options that have a track record of 
violence, assault, discrimination, fires, reduced personal freedom, minimal, or non-existent 
common areas, few shared amenities, lack of artistic and small business space to operate 
within, lack of soil to grow food, lack of access to solar power for electricity, and a grim 
internment camp design sensibility that lacks creative uniqueness and attractiveness. 
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8If we lose the Wood Street Commons, we will also lose the focal point for our fundraising 
efforts, which netted over $115,000 in the last year and a half (along with the Cob on Wood 
village, which was the other main rallying point for fundraising.) 

9All the city shelter options are too few in number, overpriced, require people to live two to a 
room, require us to give up most of our rights, as well as to yield to the authority of 
organizations that profit from our suffering, and lack the experience and qualifications to create 
and sustain real community. (Exhibit BB) 

10May it please the court to inspect the evidence presented in Exhibit AB, a group of affidavits 
from individuals who experienced many detrimental and harmful consequences at the hands of 
the City’s shelters, and the subcontractors, Operation Dignity and BOSS, who run them. 

11In addition, the City of Oakland was recently cited (Exhibit C) for spending $69 million over 3 
years on homeless services, without being able to account for a single shelter bed or unit of 
permanent housing that was provided by way of this funding.  

12At the same time as the City of Oakland can not account for millions of dollars of tax payer 
money intended to pay for homeless services, the City and the County of Alameda are the 
recipients of billions of dollars of additional homeless services funding (Exhibit E), with little to 
no accounting or oversight over where this money actually goes, and a proven track record of 
implementing policies to remediate homelessness that actually make the problem worse, year 
after year (Exhibit F). 

13The City of Oakland's relentless campaign of evictions (Exhibit D), force  people out of 
relatively organized and consolidated groupings with stable shelter,  into displaced persons, 
fanning out across the streets and curbs of the City, causing disturbance and dismay to the 
City’s other residents. 

14The city government’s plans to evict the Wood Street Commons will drive our people further 
down a path of reduced life expectancy, and the stealing of our children by CPS, plus vastly 
increased amount of stress, misery, depression, trauma, cold, exposure, and degradation of our 
quality of life in every way.  

15Our people have faced continual harm and destruction from the actions and the neglect of 
the City Council, the Mayor, the Oakland Fire Department,  Caltrans, the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District, the Oakland Police Department,  Habitat for Humanity, the County, the Oakland 
redevelopment agency, the H.H.A.P., the District Court judge, the Continuum of Care, the 
Governor, Barbara Lee, and County supervisor Keith Carson. All of them have either taken an 
active role in evicting us, defaming us, stealing our property and children, or have stood by 
silently, doing nothing to stop it. 

16This systematic and coordinated effort by powerful government agencies and lawmakers has 
caused grave injury to our most fundamental inheritance, which is our status as the owners of 



 6 

all public land jurisdiction in these United States (Exhibit Z). When we are prevented from 
enjoying our public land jurisdiction, all of our other rights eventually become null and void, 
because, in that case, we are always under the fear of eviction at any time, and the loss of life 
and liberty and property which always ensues from cruel and unlawful eviction.  

17Our status as the owners of the public land jurisdiction is causing us to demand a permanent 
injunction against any and all eviction of encampments on public land by the city of Oakland, 
now and forever more. Whether or not enough “suitable” sheltering options exist  on any given 
night is immaterial to the core issue our land jurisdiction. We cannot have our Fifth 
Amendment right to property, (i.e. our public land jurisdiction) denied to us without due 
process of law. 

18This Court's injunction against city of Oakland is one of our last hopes for protection against 
this apparent conspiracy on the part of multiple powerful government agencies and lawmakers, 
to subject us to a continuation of the same brutal and inhumane treatment, year after year, 
with no end in sight. 

19This TRO/permanent injunction is also necessary to protect the City from enlarging the 
number of costly lawsuits that are inevitably going to result from claims made by each 
individual who has been harmed and displaced by the City’s policies. The residents of the 
Commons see themselves as part of a long and noble tradition of emancipation and civil rights 
movements in West Oakland, and throughout American history. It is not likely that we are going 
to quietly succumb to the City’s policies, and melt away into the margins of society, and 
premature death (Exhibit Y). 

20In fact, there is a recent trend of displacement victims representing themselves in court, and 
demanding MILLIONS of dollars for EACH individual claimant's damages (Henry Oliver Spinks III 
v. Caltrans, Case Number: 3:22-cv-05067-WHO). And they have achieved some limited victories 
in a recent ruling (ruling by Judge Orrick from November 11, 2022). 

21The City has exposed itself to massive settlements in other similar cases, such as a $33 million 
payout to the families of the victims of the Ghostship fire (Exhibit X). The City’s misconduct has 
even been cited by the United Nations (Exhibit H), which sent a special raporteur in 2018, to 
make findings that the City is unique in the world for not providing the citizens of Wood Street 
with even a single drop of water for drinking, an no water under pressure for showers, or to 
clean, or to fight the fires and health and sanitation problems which the city so loudly decries 
every time they try to air their justifications for their cruel evictions. The City’s unhealthy and 
inhumane water policies open it up to yet further potential lawsuits. Therefore, this injunction 
is necessary to help protect the City from further tarnishing its reputation, and harming the 
finances and quality of life of its citizens, by restraining the City from closing encampments, and 
thereby creating the conditions which invite such costly lawsuits. 

22This TRO/permanent injunction Sutherland location will also provide the struggling residents 
of the Commons with much needed breathing room to recover from storm damage, implement 
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their written plan to remove all abandoned and shelter vehicles from the street (Wood Street, 
between 18th and 20th streets), as well as to remove all abandoned vehicles and trash from the 
interior space of their public land. In addition, this TRO/permanent injunction will help 
safeguard their long-term plans to create a fully developed model of a cooperative, tiny home 
eco village (Exhibit M), that will serve as a prototype for successful homelessness remediation 
throughout Oakland, and America. 

24In fact, the residents of the Commons have created a charter for their own land trust (Exhibit 
T), called the Oakland Humane Commons land trust, which will be a prototype for converting 
homeless persons throughout America, into responsible stewards of the land, and happy, self-
sufficient members of healthy, thriving cooperative communities. 

 
261. The likelihood of success for our motion for a temporary restraining order, based on 
the merits. 
 
We are confident in the likelihood of success for this motion for a TRO/permanent 
injunction against the City of Oakland for a number of reasons.  
 
Reason #1: The City of San Francisco was recently enjoined to suspend all encampment 
closures, due to a lawsuit filed on behalf of encampment residents.  (Exhibit L). 
The judge’s reasons included the fact that San Francisco is not providing enough shelter 
to people displaced by encampment closures, and that encampment residents have 
suffered too much loss of confiscated private property in recent sweeps. These same 
reasons apply to us in our current situation.  
 
Reason #2 Plaintiffs from Wood Street have been granted TRO’s for virtually all of their 
motions made on public land, where they have lived for a significant period of time. 
Plaintiffs from Wood Street and the East Bay have also experienced small incremental 
improvements within the rulings on their lawsuits, including two Caltrans executives 
(Cheryl Chambers and Dina El-Tawansy), who were not granted immunity in the motion 
for contempt filed as an addition to Blain v. Caltrans, as well as the conspiracy charges 
within that lawsuit, which were upheld. 
 
Reason #3 Political winds in the City of Oakland are shifting in our favor, which could 
improve our chances for attaining this TRO/permanent injunction. The City of Oakland 
was recently criticized for apparent failure to account for $69 million in homelessness 
spending over the last 3 years, and unable to identify a single shelter bed or unit of 
supportive housing that was delivered via this money.  
 
Reason #4 There has also been a recent progressive tilt in the Oakland City government. 
Mayor elect, Sheng Thao was homeless herself for a period of time, and has stated 
publicly that she is more in favor of providing water and sanitation to local 
encampments, rather than engaging in sweeps and closures of them. Sheng Thao 
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recently conveyed to one of our advocates that she acknowledges our situation, and is 
willing to meet with us. In addition, Janani Ramachandran won a seat on the City 
Council. The Wood Street Commons has a long-standing positive relationship with 
Janani, and she attended our Christmas party in 2021, brought us food and cleaning and 
survival supplies in the aftermath of the wind storm in late ‘2021. She also brought one 
of our residents down to City Hall to vote in the November elections of 2021. All of 
these factors could lead to a sympathetic shift in our favor that could have a 
corresponding positive effect on the success of legal motions, such as this one. 
 
Reason #5 Residents of Wood Street are increasingly representing themselves in 
lawsuits against Caltrans and the City of Oakland, and getting better educated in the law 
and their constitutional rights, which is making their individual voices connect with more 
people, both in the court of public opinion, and the court of law. The voices of our 
people could have a positive influence on legal motions, such as this one 
 
Reason #6 Residents of Wood Street Commons are raising more money through 
grassroots fundraising, enabling us to spend money on a major clean up campaign of the 
commons, which includes renting two commercial dumpsters, removing abandoned 
vehicles, and investing in beautification and landscaping, which decrease the City’s 
justifications for eviction, and help to justify the need for legal motions such as this one, 
to safeguard the positive contributions of our community, from the abusive policies of 
the city of Oakland. 

27Likelihood of irreparable harm. 

The residents of the Wood Street Commons will experience irreparable harm if they are 
evicted on or after January 9th  2023 by the City of Oakland, because they will lose their 
tiny homes, cob homes, handmade homes, their outdoor kitchen, their new solar 
electricity system and electricity distribution infrastructure, their cob bench, their music 
stage, as well as other important personal belongings like artwork, phones, computers, 
digital archives, work tools, art supplies, personal papers and effects, family photos, 
journals, medical equipment, furniture, clothing, pets, etc. which inevitably are 
destroyed, or go missing, in spite of the best efforts of residents to preserve them, every 
time they are forcibly evicted. Even their RV’s and other shelter vehicles, which can be 
towed or driven offsite, could be lost, because there is no space for them where they 
can be free of the threat of being towed away by the city, as the city's RV parks are 
unacceptable to most of us. 
 
Residents would lose community bonds and working relationships which have taken 
years to cultivate. They would also lose their common spaces for meetings, socializing, 
parties and receiving guests. We would lose our shipping container, which has been 
essential for storing valuable items and reducing theft. We would lose our access to the 
soil, and the animals and plants. We would lose the space to make art, and music, and 
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run our small businesses. We would lose our access to most of our food distribution, 
social services, and our main contact point with volunteers and advocates from outside. 
 
Virtually all of our residents have already endured multiple evictions by the City or 
Caltrans, causing trauma and emotional distress, which in turn, increase our 
susceptibility to addictions and mental health problems. It would also contribute to the 
lowered average life expectancy that our people are faced with. 

28This injunction is in the public interest. 

Our injunction against the city of Oakland’s plans to totally destroy the Wood Street Commons 

is in the public interest because it will help the Wood Street Commons to survive long enough 

to fulfill its part in the emancipation and enlightenment of the human race. 

Our humble appearance notwithstanding, the people of the Wood Street Commons are at the 

leading edge of a movement to craft a sequence of legal motions that will restore the public 

land jurisdiction of we the people, and create the safe space for a universal commons, and self-

governing, self-sufficient communities. This movement for both community and land will spell 

the final defeat of the ancient dark plot to depopulate and enslave the human race. 

This dark plot has been in operation since the Spanish missions were established within the 

state of California. Whether by design or accident, the appearance of Europeans throughout 

the State, and in what was to become Oakland, was characterized by a collapse in the 

population of all indigenous peoples in the State, by approximately 95%. Effective depopulation 

was the result, and most of what remained of indigenous populations were brought into 

servitude and slavery in the Spanish missions. 

Enormous Spanish ranches established the precedent for vast land monopolies throughout the 

state. When the Union Pacific railroad established its terminal point in Oakland, the railroad 

was the chief enforcer of a monopoly on land. Virtually the entire coastline of the city of 

Oakland was bequeathed to one man, by the railroad, and thus began what is today the Port of 

Oakland, which enjoys a monopoly on about 98% of the city’s coastline, rendering Oakland's 

coastline unavailable to both human recreation and the needs of nature. 

Oakland became effectively divided into a form of apartheid by the “red line”, which at first 

divided all the workers from the propertied class, with the former generally occupying the 

flatlands to the West, and the latter occupying the hills to the East. Later, this dividing line 

separated black people in the flatlands, from white people in the hills. 

The propertied class implemented a system of monopoly agencies that held exclusive control 

over all basic utilities of life, including energy (PG&E), water (EBMUD), waste (Waste 

Management, Inc.), sewage (EBMUD), education (OUSD and Peralta School District), 

transportation (Caltrans), children (Child Protective Services), and land (Oakland 

Redevelopment Agency). Eventually the two party political system was reduced to one, by way 
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of the Democratic party’s one-party monopoly on power. All these agencies had one thing in 

common - they are all involved in hoarding vast amounts of public land, effectively usurping the 

public land jurisdiction of we the people. 

Our constitutional republic of “we the people” has been facing its imminent demise at the 

hands of the elites and their secret societies, which authored this plot of encroaching tyranny 

and ever tighter controls. 

When a homegrown movement of black power and emancipation began to spread its chapters 

all over the world, and also began to accept into its ranks dispossessed peoples from other 

races, the elites spared no expense in unleashing every dirty trick in their repertoire against the 

members of the Black Panther Party. Their leaders were killed, incarcerated, or co-opted, and 

this great movement has been seemingly forestalled, for a time. 

Toward the end of the Black Panther Party's movement, they were beginning to purchase land, 

in order to make a stable and long-lasting basis for their community and organization. And this 

directly challenged the one aspect of control that the elites most jealously guard, with their vast 

utility monopolies – they seek to hold us away from the LAND. More specifically, from the 

PUBLIC LAND. 

For the one thing that all these monopoly agencies have in common is that they are all hoarding 

the public land - thousands of acres of public land in Alameda County and Oakland. (See tables 

at: http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/public-land-jurisdiction.html) 

And this has resulted in a managed scarcity of space for humans to live and grow food, thus 

undermining the “life” mentioned in the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution. 

This in turn has resulted in uncontrolled inflation in the cost of residential infrastructure, along 

with the steady growth in the ranks of the dispossessed, otherwise known as “the homeless”.  

These dispossessed persons are slowly being ground down between the twin millstones of a 

for-profit statewide prison slave labor industry, and the widespread adoption of fraudulent 

injunctions against overnight camping on public land in hundreds of cities throughout the state. 

Failed State policies on homelessness are actually designed to maintain a large and growing 

pool of the dispossessed, who are a supply chain to ensure that the prison slave labor system is 

always kept well stocked.  

Our future legal motions to restore our public land jurisdiction will strike down these fraudulent 

injunctions in the cities. Ultimately, these legal motions will lead directly to the US Congress, 

moving it to repair the premeditated fault inserted into the 13th Amendment, which makes 

allowance for slave labor in the prisons. 

We the people who are taking a stand on the public land at the Wood Street Commons, are not 

going to move back into standard housing, or substandard shelters, because these are all 

http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/public-land-jurisdiction.html
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designed to enforce isolation, debt slavery, loneliness, and separateness between humans and 

each other, and between humans and the Earth.  

Our stand is based on the restoration and reestablishment of the public land jurisdiction of we 

the people throughout the United States. In addition, our stand is based on the freedom to 

have enough space to design our lives such that we are no longer disinherited from our twin 

imperatives of community and land. 

29Balance of equities is in plaintiffs' favor 

The residents of the Wood Street Commons stand to lose vastly more if the city goes through 

with eviction, than the city would gain if it is able to evict our community and continue with the 

development of a 170 unit apartment complex by Habitat for Humanity and Mid Penn Housing 

on our land. 

If the residents of the Wood Street Commons are forcibly evicted by the city of Oakland they 

stand to lose significant amounts of personal property, as well as tiny homes, the shipping 

container, the new solar panel array, the outdoor kitchen, shelter vehicles, the music stage. In 

addition they will be subject to the emotional distress, loss of community, loss of food 

distribution and social services, loss of work income, loss of common areas for assembly, and 

increased exposure to violence and theft. 

If the city goes through with the currently proposed development, they could be exposed to a 

number of liabilities, the greatest of which is the legal requirement for environmental impact 

reports and remediation of soil toxicity on the 2.9 acre site (Parcel 7). The  soil test results table 

from August 7, 2018 (Exhibit AA) indicates levels of Chlordane, Dieldrin, Heptachlor, Arsenic, 

Cobalt, and Nickel that exceed one or more environmental regulatory limits. The city will also 

be subject to potential lawsuits filed by local neighbors, as well as evicted residents of the 

Wood Street Commons, who have become aware of how Caltrans and various developers such 

as Game Changer have done disruptive grading and site preparations on state of California land, 

and properties north and south (Central Station) of Grand avenue, where no environmental 

impact reports were done, and no soil remediation. The city has exposed itself to 

environmental lawsuits due to their non-compliance with environmental regulations designed 

to protect the citizenry from the dispersal of toxic materials in the soil into the surrounding 

environment. There is a high likelihood that the Habitat for Humanity project will attract the 

interest of many concerned citizens who have gotten emotionally involved in the plight and 

struggle of the unconventionally housed community at the Wood Street Commons. The large 

amount of press attention and publicity generated by the Wood Street Commons increases the 

likelihood that the city of Oakland will have to observe full and costly compliance with 

environmental regulations. 

However, if the city abandons the development project on our site, the residents of the 

Commons will continue to do the slower, gentler process of soil bio remediation, which simply 

entails planting mustard, comfrey, and oyster mushrooms, while adding healthy soil or wood 



 12 

chips on top of toxic hot spots, which could take decades, but will cost the city virtually nothing, 

and not cause the risk of the toxins being dispersed in the air by the heavy equipment of 

developers. 

The nature of this development project is such that the city has been pressured to insure that 

at least half of the units in the building are below market rate, or affordable. These kind of 

deals often require that the city waive the collection of property taxes on the land underneath 

the development, as an incentive for the developer. Meanwhile, the supposedly affordable 

units are out of reach In price to the population of dispossessed people, so the project 

therefore does nothing to mitigate the homeless problem. 

Another potential liability for the city if it goes through with the development, is that it may 

have to relinquish the title to the land to Mid Penn housing. 

And another liability for the city of going through with the eviction and the planned 

development is the probability that the evicted persons will continue to pursue claims and 

damages as pro se litigants against the city for the loss of property, tiny homes, the shipping 

container, the new solar panel array, the outdoor kitchen, shelter vehicles, the music stage, as 

well as the emotional distress, trauma,  loss of community, loss of food distribution, loss of 

work income, loss of common areas for assembly, increased exposure to violence and theft, 

etc. Over time, the experience and sophistication of the unconventionally housed residents in 

their court cases will increase, resulting in higher claims and damages being sought against the 

city, as well as a more difficult time for the city in terms of  being able to prevail against the 

claimants in court. 

In sum, the balance of equities favor those who are seeking this temporary restraining order 

and permanent injunction. 

Prayer for Relief 

May it please the court to grant a preliminary and permanent injunction enjoining and 
restraining defendant  

CITY OF OAKLAND 

from any  “closure” or eviction of the Wood Street Commons, now and for all future time.  

As the public land jurisdiction belongs to we the people in these United States of America, no 
governmental agency has the authority to displace us, the true landholders, from our rightful 
public lands. 

The basis for the above statement can be found in the three following documents:  

1. The Declaration of Independence  
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2. The US Constitution, and The Fifth Amendment 

3. The Treaty of Peace from 1783. 

The third item secured the land jurisdiction of the United States against any encroachment by 
England, France or the Vatican. 

Items one and two establish the senior authority of we the people over all matters of 
governance and constitutions, and therefore also over the jurisdiction of public lands within the 
United States, which are stewarded by governmental agencies, on behalf of we the people, but 
never “owned” by any such agency. 

1. “.. to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men (and Women), 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any 

Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to 

alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness.” 

    “You cannot be deprived of your life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” Fifth 
Amendment 

2. “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” 

“You cannot be deprived of your life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” 

(From Google) Popular sovereignty is government based on consent of the people. The 
government's source of authority is the people, and its power is not legitimate if it disregards 
the will of the people. Government established by free choice of the people is expected to 
serve the people, who have sovereignty, or supreme power.  

And as per the Fifth Amendment, no governmental agency has the authority or right to remove 
or destroy or diminish the infrastructures that support “life” on public lands, nor to interfere 
with or destroy or confiscate the cultural activities and artifacts that represent “life and liberty”, 
on public lands, rightfully owned and used for habitation by we the people. 

Mandate Relief:  

Issue a mandatory order compelling defendant CITY OF OAKLAND to create a new city agency 
titled “The we the people land forum”, which would include no less than three representatives 
from the Wood Street Commons and/or the Oakland Humane Commons, and which would 
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have senior authority over the encampment management team, the homelessness 
commission, the Oakland redevelopment agency, and any other City agencies that make 
determinations over public land usage within the city, or homelessness spending and budgeting 
and policy priorities within the city. The we the people land forum would recognize the cultural 
seniority of the Ohlone/Lisjun tribes, and support their acquisition of key sacred sites and 
historic lands within their jurisdiction. 

CONCLUSION 

Granting this preliminary and permanent injunction against the city of Oakland, as well as this 
mandated relief, would  help to safeguard the basic rights of our citizens, and provide 
additional oversight to reduce financial misappropriation of homelessness funding by the city of 
Oakland, while  allowing the Wood Street Commons to endure through all future generations, 
by the grace of God, enabling it to continue to act as a model, and a source of inspiration, for all 
the dispossessed persons, and for all the freedom loving people of the world. 

Declarations: 

Mahnaz Saberi - As a single female it's very difficult to have that safe feeling of security, in an 

environment where you don't necessarily have a door that locks, or a window that shuts, or for 

that matter a tent, or an RV with flimsy walls that are easy to break into. The Wood Street 

Commons helps to put that fear aside. Relationships here can develop to a level of trust that 

exceeds anywhere else. Wood Street Commons helps me to be me, and to take the steps that I 

need to to be on my path. 

Also, the amount of creativity here is bursting at the seams, and each day is full of fascination. 

The amount of work and time I have had to invest into building this community is not 

something I think I have the energy or capacity to build all over again. And the loss of the 

special qualities of this place would really be an irreparable harm to my life. 

Signed:___________________ 

Name:____________________ 

 
Jackson “Jaz” Colibri - If the City is allowed to move forward with the planned eviction on or 
after January 9th, there really will be nowhere for us to go.  
This whole process is harmful to my community. It forces people into corner. They say get your 
stuff together now or else. Even though Oakland has been threatening to evict us from Wood 
Street for months, they have not provided us with anywhere accessible to go so this warning is 
meaningless. 

 

Most residents here live in vehicles, campers, or RVs. There is nowhere legal for us to 
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even go into these lots because I live in a car, not a camper or RV which are the only vehicle 
types allowed into the lots. The City has not even offered anyone places to store these vehicles 
if they do choose to go into other shelter like the cabins or St. Vincent DePaul. 

 

This means people are going to end up moving their vehicles onto the surrounding streets, 
splitting up my community. Then they will just be subject to further evictions without the safety 
network of this community because the City is carrying out evictions four or five days a week.  

 

At this point, the eviction would not even be causing harm just to Wood Street residents. If they 
succeed in evicting this lot, it will harm the entire community. People come here from all over 
Oakland for food, electricity, clothes, and medical supplies. If you take that away, people will be 
left to their own devices no resources they can trust.  

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true 
and correct. This declaration was executed on January 3, 2023, in Oakland,  

 

  

___________________________  

Jackson Blain  

 

Exhibits: 

Exhibit X - https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/18/us/ghost-ship-fire-settlement.amp.html 

Exhibit K - 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.10tv.com/amp/article/news/local/families-file-
lawsuit-against-habitat-humanity-midohio/530-fc1fe105-d40b-4c97-8bea-ed4c4a356de6 

Exhibit C - https://sfist.com/2022/09/20/oakland-audit-blasts-inability-to-account-for-what-
happened-with-70-million-in-homeless-funding/ 

Exhibit E - https://therealdeal.com/sanfrancisco/2022/05/11/alameda-county-plans-to-spend-
2-5b-to-address-homelessness 

Exhibit F - https://www.mercurynews.com/2022/05/16/long-awaited-bay-area-homelessness-
numbers-show-a-worsening-crisis 
 
Exhibit L – 
http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/wins-and-firsts.html 
 

https://sfist.com/2022/09/20/oakland-audit-blasts-inability-to-account-for-what-happened-with-70-million-in-homeless-funding/
https://sfist.com/2022/09/20/oakland-audit-blasts-inability-to-account-for-what-happened-with-70-million-in-homeless-funding/
https://therealdeal.com/sanfrancisco/2022/05/11/alameda-county-plans-to-spend-2-5b-to-address-homelessness
https://therealdeal.com/sanfrancisco/2022/05/11/alameda-county-plans-to-spend-2-5b-to-address-homelessness
http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/wins-and-firsts.html
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Exhibit Z - https://rumble.com/v1h04b7-they-stole-the-keys-to-our-liberty-and-were-taking-
them-back.html 
 
Exhibit Y - https://nationalhomeless.org/category/mortality/ 
 
Exhibit V - ORDER GRANTING MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND DENYING MOTION FOR 

CONTEMPT Case No.  3:22-cv-04178-WHO  

 

Exhibit H - https://www.kqed.org/news/11700750/after-scathing-un-report-on-

homelessness-advocates-demand-oakland-stop-sidewalk-sweeps 

 

Exhibit M - http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/tiny-home-ecovillage.html 

 

Exhibit T - http://www.woodstreetcommons.com/oakland-humane-commons-land-

trust.html 

 
Exhibit L -  
https://www.christianpost.com/news/judge-blocks-san-francisco-from-clearing-homeless-
encampments.html 
 
Exhibit BB - https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/Wood-Street-Oakland-homeless-
17697666.php 
 

Signed: 

Name:____________________ 

Signature:_________________ 

Name:____________________ 

Signature:_________________ 
 

Name:____________________ 

Signature:_________________ 

 
Date:_____________ 

https://rumble.com/v1h04b7-they-stole-the-keys-to-our-liberty-and-were-taking-them-back.html
https://rumble.com/v1h04b7-they-stole-the-keys-to-our-liberty-and-were-taking-them-back.html
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://cand-ecf.sso.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt.pl?398223
https://www.kqed.org/news/11700750/after-scathing-un-report-on-homelessness-advocates-demand-oakland-stop-sidewalk-sweeps
https://www.kqed.org/news/11700750/after-scathing-un-report-on-homelessness-advocates-demand-oakland-stop-sidewalk-sweeps
https://www.christianpost.com/news/judge-blocks-san-francisco-from-clearing-homeless-encampments.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/judge-blocks-san-francisco-from-clearing-homeless-encampments.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/judge-blocks-san-francisco-from-clearing-homeless-encampments.html
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/Wood-Street-Oakland-homeless-17697666.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/Wood-Street-Oakland-homeless-17697666.php

